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Mission Statement

Students with visual impairments have unique needs and
challenges when demonstrating subject knowledge through tests.
The responsibility for assessments lies with the classroom
teacher. With appropriate accommodations, students with visual
Impairments are able to accurately demonstrate their knowledge
and skills. Most test questions can be formulated or adapted to
minimize the need to acquire and process visual information.

The following guidelines have been developed to assist
classroom teachers in making assessment accommodations to
both informal and formal tests without compromising integrity,
reliability or validity. A Teacher of Students with Visual
Impairments should be consulted during the development of test
items.

Contributors’ Notes

In order to illustrate both the “Instead of This” and the “Try
Doing It This Way” examples have been reduced in size to fit on
one page. If the reader of this document requires the information
to be in a larger format, please go to the Provincial Resource
Centre for the Visually Impaired (PRCVI) website at
WwWWw.prcvi.org and use either an enlargement software program
or the Microsoft Word zoom feature.

It would be very helpful to print this document using a colour
printer as many of the examples use colour to illustrate important
adaptations.

Many of the following suggested guidelines may be beneficial to
all students.



Test Administration

Students with visual impairments should be expected to
demonstrate competency in the same learning outcomes as
their peers.

Extra time may be required (often 3 or 4 times above what is
required for a sighted student).

Longer exams may need to be divided into sections to allow
for them to be taken over a period of time or even days, with
breaks during each sitting.

A separate setting with qualified supervision must be available.

Oral clarification of test questions should be provided to the
student by a supervisor, if needed.

Provision must be made for students to respond to test items
using the equipment and materials best suited and familiar to
them.

Students with visual impairments should be active participants
in lab tests and/or paired with a sighted partner when
necessary.

Formulation of Test Questions

Questions that contain complex visual information should be
reviewed. Adaptations may be made or questions may be
replaced as long as mastery of learning outcomes is
demonstrated.

Tables, diagrams and graphs are difficult and time consuming
to interpret and process. The greater the visual complexity of
the tables, diagrams and graphs, the more challenging it is.
Try to keep the information clear, concise and relevant.

¢ Real objects or 3-D models may be necessary to represent
some visuals.



Things to Keep in Mind

The following are general guidelines to keep in mind when
creating assessments, however, please remember that every
student’s visual condition is unique and therefore collaboration
with a Teacher of Students with Visual Impairments is necessary.
Every student in the class will benefit from the improvements

made to the assessments.

Font size - standard large print font is 18 to 20 pt.

o This is 18 pt. Arial Font and this is 20 pt.
Arial Font.

e Arial, Courier and Century Gothic are some recommended
font styles.

e Avoid clutter or crowding of print, graphics and visuals (white
space is important). Only include relevant information. Limit
visuals and “cutesy” graphics. Avoid information overload.

e Contrast helps to increase clarity and sharpness of detail.

¢ Real objects or 3-D models are helpful when showing depth,
graphics or mapping.

e Exhaustion may result from engaging in tasks requiring the use
of vision; frequent supervised breaks are necessary.

e Additional time for tests is recommended.

¢ When enlarging materials on a photocopier be aware of and
check:

o Font size of the main text

o0 Quality and contrast

o Everything fits and has been copied

o Use white or cream paper — not coloured



Tables & Charts Math

Redesign the question to remove extraneous information.

Instead of This

Refer To Data
Refer to the Sales Taxes in Canada in the Data Booklet to answer question.
Booklet

A B C ] E F G H | J
1 Item Price Quantity Taotal
(5} (5}

2 T-shirt 15.99 20 313.80

3 Shorts 23.99 12 287.88

4 Socks 5.99 ad

5 Subtota

B G5T

7 PST

] Tots ET4.50

These items were purchased in Albera.
A Statementis always true.
B. Statementis sometimes true.
C. Statementis nevertrue.

Try Doing It This Way

Refer To Data
Refer tothe Sales Taxes in Canada in the Data Booklet to answer question.
Booklet
A B c D E

1| Item | Price | Quantity Total ($)

2 | T-shirt | 15.99 20 319.80

< | Shorts | 23.99 12 287.88

4| Socks | 699 30 209.70

5 Subtotal

6 GST

7 PST

8 Total 874.60

These items were purchasedin Albera.
A Statementis always true.
B. Statementis sometimestrue.
C. Statementis nevertrue.



Graphs Example 1

Redesign the question by: enlarging font/ graph size
and increasing segment differentiation through use of

colour/texture.

Instead of This

Favourite Music

m Country mHip-Hop mR&EBE wmRock mPop

12%

34
18%

25%

Try Doing It This Way (print in colour)

Favourite Music

. Pop . Rock. R&B . Hip-Hop D Country

12%

34%
18%

11% 235%



Graphs Example 2

Redesign question by: removing text from grid and
increasing fonts/ graph size/ contrast /spacing.

Instead of This

The graph displays the approximate lengths of the
6 longest rivers in Canada.

T kehath-HRivers

e

)

|

|| ] LTI

1. About how long is the longest river?

2. Which rivers are longer than 2500 km?

Try Doing It This Way

Canada’s Longest Rivers

4500
4000
3500
Length of =000

. 2500
River (Km) 2000
1500
1000
500 -+
EI L T T T T T

Rivers

1. About how long is the longest river?

2. Which rivers are longer than 2500 km?



Graphs Example 3
Ensure graph grid is clear, bold, and large.

Instead of This
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Try Doing It This Way

The scientists from questions #5 and #6 repeated their experiment with a different kind of elastic
band. The measurements they made are shown in the table below. On the graph paper below,

make a graph of this information Be sure to number and label the axis, to show the units that
are being measured and to give your graph an appropriate title. Also be sure to draw a line

or curve to show the pattern that the graph illustrates.

Amount of stretch (centimetres)

Mass of washer (grams)

5 4
10 8
15 10

10.8

20




Tables and Charts Science

Redesign the question to include table information.

Instead of This

BetERRUIE ;
- Merciny 4880 il -1 TTZI to EFIZII i B8 days
Vs 12100 08 480 295 days:
Eartfi 12786 | 152 22 365 days
Mars 6787 249 23 887 days
- Jupiter. - 142 800 816 ~150 12 years
Satumn - 120 000 1607 —180 30 years.
Uranus 51 800 3004 —210 B yoars
Neptune 48 500 4537 —920 T tBEyeans
Flute 3000 7375 -230 b DB ymars
Analyze 3. (a) Which planet is probably the easiest
1. Which planet is the: for humans to visit? Why?
(a) largest? (b) mif}l p]:met is pmhahly the most
(b) coldest? difficult for humans to visit? Why?

{c) one with the shortest orbit dime?
{d) one that is closest to the Sun?

{e) one that is closest to Earth?

{f) one that is most similar to Earth?

Conclude and Apply

2, Why is it important to know the orbits
of the planets when planning a space
mission in the solar system?

4. Write a short story, poem, or song
about the planet you would most like
to explore.

Extend Your Skills

5. Most planets have several moons orbiting
around them. Research to discover which
planet has the most moons.

Try Doing It This Way

Which one of the following planets is the largest? Which planet is the coldest?

A. Uranus 51, 800 A. Saturn  -180 degrees

B. Saturn 120, 000 B. Pluto -230 degrees

C. Jupiter 142, 800 C. Neptune -220 degrees

D. Neptune 49, 500 D. Mercury -170 — 350 degrees
E. Mars 6787 E. Mars - 23 degrees

F. Pluto 3000 F. Jupiter - 150 degrees

G. Earth 12,756 G. Uranus - 210 degrees



Replacement Question

Redesign a question based on a diagram that is
difficult to discern visually.

Instead of This

The diagram illustrates the parts of a coal-fired power station. In
your science notebook, match the component of the power station
to the correct number in the diagram.

A. Steam turbine

B. Cooling water

C. Combustion chamber
D. Generator

E. Superheated steam
F. Transmission lines

(See next page for redesigned question)



Try Doing It This Way

What is the purpose of transmission lines at a coal-fired power
station?

A. Transmit electricity to the power station.
B. Transmit electricity to the customers.

C. Generate electricity.

D. None of the above.

Or this Way

In a short paragraph explain the purpose(s) of transmission lines
at a coal-fired power station?



Diagrams and lllustrations Example 1

Remove extraneous information and visuals to reduce

clutter.

Instead of This
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(See next page for redesigned question)



Try Doing It This Way

Life Cycle of a Fern

r e <

Mature sporophyte
Sorus containing sporangia
Sporangium releasing spores
Young gametophyte
Prothallium (antheridium & archegonium)
Zygote in Archegonium
Old gametophyte (with young sporophyte)

-

=

-

=: =

r



Diagrams and lllustrations Example 2

Increase size, clarity and add colour to the diagram

Instead of This

Life Cycle of a Fern
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8. Explain wlpy feime can proe langer ol lalber lhan moses.

(See next page for redesigned question)



Try Doing It This Way (print in colour)

Life Cycle of a Fern

Sorus containing Sporangium
Sporangia Releasing Spores

s . Spores
*ﬁ&%;g —

Young
Gametophyte

\ﬁ
Spere

Archegonium
Mature

"?. h‘) 3 <t e
Sporophyte = '\ (0=
¢
— N -
& g Mim/zm\
ol o Zygote in A
N poots A Archegonium .

Young
Sporophyte

Prothallium

Old Gametophyte



Pictures and Photoqgraphs

Redesign the question to include picture and diagram
information.

Instead of This

Study the diagram of the International Space Station, then answer the following

guestions:

What section is probably solar collectors?
Where are laboratory tests done?

Where does the crew sleep?

Where should technicians make any repairs
Name two countries involved.

moow»

1 Research Modules 5 Logistics Module

2 Service Module (behind) 6 Experiment Module
3 Power Modules 7 Accomodation Module
4 Lab Module 8 Solar Arrays

Try Doing It This Way

1. Where are the solar collectors located?

moowz

Service Module
Solar Arrays

Lab Module
Logistics Module
Experiment Module

2. Where are the laboratory tests completed?

A. Research Modules
B. Lab Modules

C.
D
E

Accommodation Module

. Experiment Module
. None of the above



Photographs

Instead of This

Try Doing It This Way (print in colour using original
photos)




Humanities

Maps Example 1

Use simple outline maps with only relevant
information.

Instead of This
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Try Doing It This Way
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Maps Example 2

Instead of This
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Maps Example 3
Substitute with a clearer and coloured map.

Instead of This
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Graphics

Replace the graphic from a 3-D to a linear, clearer and
less cluttered format.

Instead of This
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Coloured Paper

Avoid using coloured paper — Photocopying materials
which has a coloured background results in a grey
background and poor contrast. Use white or cream
background originals only.

Photocopied (dark grey) Original (pink)




Contrast and Clarity

Use of colour improves the ability to distinguish
items.

Instead of This

Earthquakes in British Columbia Over a One-Year Period

The following map shows the locations of earthquakes in British Columbia from
May 28, 2004, to May 27, 2005.

2004 05 28 — 2005 05 27
Wy
LY "»._I

b

~1350 _130° . _120°

Try Doing It This Way (print in colour)

Earthquakes in British Columbia Over a One-Year Period

The following map shows the locations of earthquakes in British Columbia from
May 28, 2004, to May 27, 2005.

2004 05 28 — 2005 05 27

= |

-.]35'



Poor Quality Reproduction Example 1

Retype document that has small, blurry, filled-in
letters, with spotted background.

Instead of This

dore Sohordinace Clzause Ewarsdicos v
ST h-=

Uaderline che main bare subjese and sircla the main bare predicges and
square bracke: the subordinare clavsaa. (FPor exera praceise small
bracker the prepesicional phrases.)

1. Everyching murned out as cha Parcime-caller hazd predizead.

2. As T am a pun'l.' man, [ cammse buy :-'e:l;e._: for che mapstm:

3. Tha a:udznts wacshad a.:*en::l.mlT while the pathamarics peof
i a359% campl
che proof oum cha Blackhoard. F F “M

4. The soldier realized rchac the snemy was approsching.
3. Lt amazes oa chac che coowicc nede his escape so easily,

§. Tha figure siacar realized chac her bluader would cost her several
polses,

7. The pastsman cocdsed chac she dodr hod besm sadinsad wollac

Try Doing It This Way

More Subordinate Clause Exercises

Underline the main bare subject and circle the main bare predicate and square bracket
the subordinate clauses. (For extra practice small bracket the prepositional phrases.)

1. Everything turned out as the fortune-teller had predicted.
2. As | am a poor man, | cannot buy tickets for the sweepstakes.

3. The students watched attentively while the mathematics professor completed the
proof on the blackboard.

4. The soldier realized that the enemy was approaching.
5. It amazes me that the convict made his escape so easily.
6. The figure skater realized that her blunder would cost her several points.

7. The postman noticed that the door had been painted yellow.



Poor Quality Reproduction Example 2

The words and letters are blurry and difficult to read.
More space is required to answer question.

Instead of This

5 Wrile a promoun above each of the undeglipned words or phmses in thess
SEMAEMCER

aj lern ssked [bad to peass litw

by Swe and Mary took the puppy on the trig.

fi. Usewe or us in cach Hank

i) May make same popeorn®
by s it timie for to g home?
eh 1 wos fun for o sbeep in the tent,

Try Doing It This Way

5. Write a pronoun above each of the underlined words or
phrases in these sentences.

a) Terri asked Dad to pass the potatoes

b) Sue and Mary took the puppy on the trip.

6. Use we or us in each blank.

a) May make some popcorn?

b) Is it time for to go home?

c) It is fun for to sleep in the tent.




Poor Quality Reproduction Example 3

Mom et # ;

Quiz de verbes

Confugre o verles suivants. N'oublic pas de medtre bes pronoms parsonaes (e, b, 1,
ous, vous, al

étre avoir :1'1 e i

allar faire fimir

Canjugua he varle au présent de Vindicaid

M des amias depuis longtemps. (avelr)

La soupa lentement. (mijoter)

Ja une aule blaue, (choisir)

Ma mgre ot moi fairg da l'exarcice ensemble. (aller)
Tu b= méme =alaire, (faire)

e habiluellerment leurs assiettes. (vider)

Depuis longtemps, alie un2 persenng inés imponante pour
miol, (&tre)

B Mous_______ uncadeau a lul oflir. {avelir)

4 Tu du fremane pour la pizza. (riper)

H. Mon gqBfagsste un Bon Lravail, (accomplir)

11l a | episi® ce matin. (afler)

12 . Vous . le menage. (Faire)

15 wous avant de prendre une décssion? (réfléchir)

14. Lea enfants au parc tout Faprés-madi. (aller)

15 Nous __ de notre migws geur bien travaillar. (faire)

NE A

16, Plusieurs varités d'arbres _la for&t ropicale, (garmir
17.Nous aux Efats=unis pour magasiner. (aller)
18.Michel un effort pour se lever 1ok, (faire)

189 Les employés du pop-corm, (Faire)




Poor Quality Reproduction Example 4

Chuisis le bon homophone.

Lo gramouiiie
La grenowille vit sur la terre (et ast) dans Feau. Ele saute (3, a)
I'eau borsquiil v (i, &) du danger. Avec sa langue ghante, elle capture
les vers de terre (el est) ) les msacfies, La J_';.rl":u.-::ﬂul.lr. est trés ulile an
fermier, car ell: HENTIE leg inseches e (sont, o) ) _i:u-ili.u. Sig palles

R0, 500} l:‘l]ll'.ét':-:. e -:|_|'.i lni ||-|-||:|||"| de mien nager SEs |_‘.u.lle':-:

I
arriére [gonl, sony) ]'I'.II:Il__"'II.-I"E pour [ permettre da ganter loin, Sa peau
lok om tonpours froide. Elle passe I'bineer enfouie dans ls bose

La grenonille pond ses oeuts an printemps, Chand Foewt éclot, le tEtard sort.

Il 5, @ la forme dune goutte d'ean, mais avec dies yeux. L tétard Erossit

rapidement. Ses pattes de derriére poussent en premier (et, est)

ensuite ge développent ses pattes de devamt, Clest la quene de [ ofoatte d'eaus

qui disparait en demier. Quelle (e, ext) __ la différence entre un crapawd
let, st une grenouille # La prenouille (4, a)

la peau lisse, de longues pattes (et, est, elle vit

r|3.nu 3'|=.5||| g komg [!-TI:'TI. | r:r:-|_'|'|.'-|||r|'= LSO, SO

plus courts avee des petites pattes (et est)

RIT F-I"il'-l TUEZRIENSE




Additional Resources (may be reproduced)
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